
Stepping Forward 
on Otley Chevin 

Summary of the work 
completed by Leeds Beckett 
Landscape Architecture 
Students 2024/5

Lead by Emma Oldroyd CMLI | Senior Lecturer in 
Landscape Architecture

E.L.Oldroyd@leedsbeckett.ac.uk

For Otley Town Council 16/06/25

mailto:E.L.Oldroyd@leedsbeckett.ac.uk


Landscape Architecture at Leeds Beckett University.



Leeds Beckett Landscape Architecture  
students study ‘Resilient Rural Landscapes’ as 
part of their course. On Otley Chevin, students

1. Researched, surveyed and mapped findings to 
record and analyse The Chevin at present.

2. Developed and shared ideas for the future.

 



Work done on The Chevin at Present

1.   We talked with FoCF about what’s 
special and, also concerning about The 
Chevin.

2. We mapped relevant designations and 
valuable / sensitive habitats and assets 
using GIS and AutoCAD.



3.  We have been looking at pathways across the Chevin.

Chevin Forest Park leaflet

There are beautiful maps of The Chevin available

Although they don’t always match our 
mental map! And don’t show all the paths

Work done on The Chevin at Present



So we got together and started to re-map pathways

This work needs to be finalised but could be a 
great starting point in making sure paths go 
where people want to go – and avoid sensitive 
habitats.

Work done on The Chevin at Present



The Chevin at Present

NATURAL FACTORS

4.   We researched and analysed natural, cultural & experiential layers of the Chevin – which 
fed into a values and ideas questionnaire (presently live) to find out about local opinion.

HeathlandGrasslandExposed Rock Broadleaf woodland

What we mean by ‘natural’ is any parts of the 
Chevin that would exist without human 
interventions.

What we mean by ‘cultural’ is any parts of the 
Chevin that only exist because and for 
people.

CULTURAL FACTORS

Activities Landscapes Arts

EXPERIENTIAL FACTORS
What we mean by ‘experiential’ is anything 
that we see, sense or feel.

Special places Views Light, shadow, texture, colour



Natural Factors

VALUED ASSETS AND STRENGTHS
• The mosaic of habitats
• The geological features of The Chevin.
• The native trees.
• Ancient and aging trees present.
• The grasslands and heath.
• The wildlife ponds.
• Small streams.
• The wildlife that the Chevin supports.

ISSUES AND CHALLENGES
• Invasive species.
• Controlling self-seeding trees on valuable 

assets.
• Maintaining the ponds.
• Work involved in introducing additional 

nature-based solutions.
• Disturbance of wildlife and habitats by 

people – and their dogs.
• Erosion.
• Not enough wildlife corridors linking 

habitats together.

NATURAL FACTORS 

What we mean by ‘natural’ is any parts of the Chevin 
that would exist without the intervention of people

Results of the student’s analysis



Cultural Factors

VALUED ASSETS AND STRENGTHS
• Designated and protected site.
• The possibility to explore lots of routes.
• Long distance routes  that connect further afield.
• The presence of historical features and land uses.
• The Orchard.
• The plantation forest with its rows of coniferous trees. 
• The links to Thomas Chippendale in the plantation.
• The White House, as a place to gravitate to, hold events 

and use as a base for LCC teams and volunteers. 
• Volunteer groups and their commitment to The Chevin. 
• Organised events (for example wildlife, cultural, walking, 

running).
• Several car parks available.

ISSUES AND CHALLENGES
• Connections to Otley town could be improved. 
• Pathways aren’t always easy to work out and follow 

(by foot or using a map).
• Few paths are accessible for buggies and 

wheelchairs / mobility scooters.
• Busy roads around The Chevin are dangerous for 

pedestrians – especially near crossings.
• Historic assets and names are not always 

celebrated.
• The White House may  not support all needs (refer to 

White House survey).
• A lack of funding and investment
• A lack of people power.
• Car park charges?   Lack of toilets.  Other facilities?

CULTURAL ASPECTS & FACILITIES 
Results of the student’s analysis

What we mean by ‘cultural’ is any parts of the 
Chevin that only exist because and for people.



Experiential Factors

VALUED ASSETS AND STRENGTHS
• The wonderful views.
• The dramatic topography and inspirational 

landscape.
• Secluded, atmospheric spots and range of 

favourite places within The Chevin.
• The range of interesting and attractive features 

across The Chevin.
• Place for people to join in with activities  - and 

develop a sense of community and belonging. 
• Huge positive impact on mental health for 

people being able to see and get out into nature.
• Opportunity to plane spot!

ISSUES AND CHALLENGES
• Some viewpoints are not well-mapped.
• Traffic can disrupt the sense of tranquillity 

and safety in parts.
• Some features are being lost due to 

management / budget constraints.
• Inclusivity is an issue on The Chevin?
• Feeling safe is an issue on The Chevin?
• Feeling welcome is an issue on The 

Chevin?

EXPERIENTIAL FACTORS 

Results of the student’s analysis

What we mean by ‘experiential’ is anything 
that we see, sense or feel.



Our analysis can feed ideas for the future



Every        could be protected and celebrated in some way
Every        is an opportunity for improvement. 

Work done on The Chevin at Present



Landscape Character Assessment
5.  We developed landscape character assessments of The Chevin and evaluated the 
relative sensitivity of each of the character areas. 

Landscape Character 
Assessment (LCA) is the 
process of identifying and 
describing variation in 
character of the landscape.  

Once undertaken, areas of 
landscape can be evaluated 
in terms of the quality, value, 
sensitivity and capacity to 
accommodate change. 

Landscape Character Assessments are used for

• planning policies and decisions
• sensitivity and capacity studies
• land management plans
• landscape and visual impact assessments
• masterplans and place-making
• minerals and renewable energy planning
• green infrastructure strategies
• agri-environment schemes
• forest and woodland strategies
• waterways strategies

LCAs are also useful for monitoring change across the landscape.



Landscape Character Assessment
5.  We developed landscape character assessments of The Chevin and evaluated the 
relative sensitivity of each of the character areas. 

1. Chevin Broadleaf Woods
2.  Chevin Orchard and Sloped 

Pastures
3. Otley Fringe and  Farmland
4. Chevin Quarry Corridor 
5. Maby’s Heath
6. Chevin Top 
7. Chevin Open Pastures
8. Chevin Forest Conifers
9. Holbeck Woods
10. Caley Crag Woods
11. East Chevin Open 

Woodland
12. East Chevin Mixed 

Plantation

Landscape Character Areas were mapped and named





Ideas for the future
Students have made proposals to improve The Chevin’s resilience, through; 
• Proposing how habitats can be protected, extended and managed. 
• Introducing nature-based solutions.
• Proposing ways to manage and facilitate visitors through

- New and improved trails and paths 
- The provision of new and improved facilities for particular user groups.
- The provision of a new visitor centre (4 existing buildings provided for the task), 

infrastructure associated with it. 

These ideas have also fed into the values and changes questionnaire,. 



Ideas for the future include
WAYS TO GET AROUND
• Safe Connections between the East and West parts of the Chevin and slowing 

the road.
• Better connections to Otley Town Centre.
• Accessible and circular pathways and loops.
• Designated mountain bike trails.
• New or better signage.
• Even a zip wire!



Ideas for the future include
WAYS TO AID NATURE RECOVERY
• Re-naturalising habitats and extending heathland.
• Woodland diversification and creating clearings
• Ways to diversify the existing plantation and soften its edges.
• Ways to capture and manage run off.

Creating clearings to 
break up the 
woodland – as places 
to walk through, rest 
and to create habitat

Extending the heathland, introducing agro-forestry 
and reinstating hedgerows

Diversifying areas of the 
coniferous plantation to include 
broadleaf trees (this will take 
decades!

Creating edible forest-scapes



Ideas for the future include
THINGS TO DO AND WAYS TO USE AND UNDERSTAND THE CHEVIN
• Various ideas for recreation including play, a zip wire, a light trail, an outdoor theatre.
• Facilities for making art.
• New sculptures.
• New visitor facilities – from viewing stations to visitor centres, a campsite and 

education areas.



Eveline Edmunds
• Visitor centre located 

opposite The Royalty pub 
with additional tree 
planting to screen car 
parking and extend wildlife 
corridors

• Extended orchard / 
common land

• Improve the White House 
as an educational and 
community hub

• Use the forest as a 
sustainable forestry 
educational hub.

• Diversify the woodland 
edge and increase wetlands 
to the east of East Chevin.

• Create a safe east-west 
crossing over East Chevin 
Road.

• Create accessible pathways 
and dedicated mountain 
bike trails.

• Provide a natural play are 
and additional artworks.

• Additional signage and 
information boards.



Eveline Edmunds

Looking at how a new 
visitor centre, within new 
woodland, could look and 
work located within the 
agricultural fields at 
Surprise View.



Katie Edwards
• Focus on improving East-

West connectivity.

• New pathway network

• Clearings in the woods

• Boardwalks over sensitive 
habitats

• New feature trees at 
junctions.



Iyla Leith
• Extended heathland.

• Extended tree groves, 
hedgerows and into the 
agricultural lands 
surrounding the Chevin.

• Conservation grazing

• Clearings in the 
commercial forest and 
diffused woodland edges.

• Wildlife corridors.

• New pathways network 
(history / nature / 
sculpture).



Poppy West
• Extended woodland and 

pathways

• New connected 
hedgerows

• Re-managed woodland for 
biodiversity

• Accessible paths and 
boardwalks.

• Visitor centre located in 
the agricultural field near 
Surprise View. sculpture).



Lauren Harrop
• Enhanced pathway 

network connect 
existing and new 
features.

• New incidental play

• Visitor centre 
located south of 
Maby's Field, in the 
existing agricultural 
land, using access 
along the existing 
track

• New signage

• Re-managing the 
woodland to 
diversify it.



Lauren Harrop
Thinking about how 
the woodland could 
be diversified. 



Finn Stevenson
• New Visitor Centre and 

Mountain Bike Centre 
located on East Chevin.



Sky (Shing Yan Kwok)
• Using the dismantled railway 

to create a visitor hub.

• Overnight stays on the chevin - 
white house as a hostel and a 
campsite to the south.

• Shuttle bus service.

• New pathways.

• Viewing platforms.

• Extended hedgerows

• Improved roadside paths along 
busy surrounding roads.

• Diversifying woodland.



Sky (Shing Yan Kwok)
• Diagram to show proposed 

routes and visitor 
infrastructure.

• Includes proposed species for 
woodland expansion. 



Shing Yan Kwok’s flythough and stills creating a linear park along the disused railway



Shing Yan Kwok’s flythough and stills creating a linear park along the disused railway



Razi Mohamed Abdul 
Razack
• Improving and extending 

habitats.

• Separated pedestrian paths 
(from roads)

• Dedicated bicycle paths & 
bridleways.

• Recreational opportunities - 
zip line, play area, expert bike 
track, a museum about Wood, 
juice kiosk, a high ropes 
facility. 

• A visitor centre and linear park 
along the disused railway with 
a new connecting bridge.

• Edge planting.



Razi Mohamed Abdul 
Razack
• Improving and extending 

habitats.

• Separated pedestrian paths 
(from roads)

• Dedicated bicycle paths & 
bridleways.

• Recreational opportunities - 
zip line, play area, expert bike 
track, a museum about Wood, 
juice kiosk, a high ropes 
facility. 

• A visitor centre and linear park 
along the disused railway with 
a new connecting bridge.

• Edge planting.



Clemence Braud
• Linking East and West Chevin

• Improving accessibility

• Providing a play area

• Improving safety



Razi Mohamed’s detailed exploration of a new visitor centre and linear park along the disused railway.



Clemence Braud
• An improved / feature crossing 

with road realignment on East 
Chevin Road.

• Improved connections between 
the Chevin and the Chevin Hotel

• Heathland expansion and 
maintenance - use of grazing.

• Wildlife corridors, hedgerow 
establishment.



Freya Appleby
• Improved user experience

• Habitat reestablishment

• Improved connections to Otley 
town – for people and wildlife

• Edible forests hark back to common 
land.

• Visitor centre to offer foraging and 
outdoor education workshops.

• Updated signage.

• Management plan to focus on 
reestablishing heath for the 
Hairstreak butterflies.

• Silvo-pastoral forestry on grazing 
lands.

• Hedgerow restoration and 
establishment.

• Ancient monuments to be restored.

• Broadleaf woodland to replace 
coniferous plantation.

• More woodland glades on 
Danefield.

• New visitor centre east of 
Danefield.



Future projects on The Chevin
• LCC are already mapping existing trees from the Tree Spotters Guide, 

mapping woodland, and revising the Chevin Forest Management Plan.

• All future projects need to be developed with local people and in 
partnership with other local groups and LCC. FoCF are keen to do this!

• Some projects will be easy to kick start with local skills and agreement. 

• Potential for Heritage Lottery Funding and other funding once future 
projects have been agreed on locally and with LCC. 

• More volunteers to help with FoCF work and maintenance tasks are ALWAYS 
welcome! Please do contact us at chevinforest@gmail.com

mailto:admin@chevinforest.co.uk


Next steps for LBU

1. Continue to develop pathway mapping. 

2. Undertake analysis of forester’s diaries.

3. Discuss how we can help LCC with mapping

4. Continue to support FoCF as much as possible on future 
projects.



Thankyou for listening
Any questions & comments?
Emma Oldroyd CMLI | Senior Lecturer in Landscape 
Architecture | E.L.Oldroyd@leedsbeckett.ac.uk

Artwork by Laure Desproges
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